
Appendix B:
Estimated Labor Force Activity of Mature and Older Workers, Selected Years 1985-2020

 



Status and Age
Group

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2020 % change 1995-2005

In Labor Force 
 45-49 yr olds
 50-54 yr olds
 55-59 yr olds
 60-64 yr olds
 65-69 yr olds
 70 and older

9.3 million
8.0
7.2
4.8
1.7
1.5

11.6 million
  8.9
  7.1
  4.8
  2.1
  1.8

14.7 million
10.6
  7.4
  4.4
  2.1
  2.2

16.6 million
13.3
  8.8
  4.7
  2.3
  2.4

18.5 million
15.1
10.9
 5.6
 2.2
 2.7

18.5 million
16.8
12.3
  7.1
  2.4
  2.5

15.8 million
15.2
13.7
 8.9
 3.4
 3.0

25.9%
42.5
47.3
27.3
  4.8
22.7

Employed
 45-49 yr olds
 50-54 yr olds
 55-59 yr olds
 60-64 yr olds
 65-69 yr olds
 70 and older

8.9 million
7.7
6.9
4.6
1.6
1.4

11.1 million
16.1
11.8
  6.8
  2.3
  2.4

14.1 million
10.2
 7.1
 4.2
 2.0
 2.0

15.9 million
12.8
  8.4
  4.5
  2.2
  2.2

17.7 million
14.5
10.4
  5.4
  2.1
  2.6

17.7 million
16.1
11.8
  6.8
  2.3
  2.4

15.1
14.6
13.1
 8.5
 3.2
 2.8

25.5%
42.2
46.5
28.6
  5.0
30.0

Working P/T but
Want F/T
 45-49 yr olds
 50-54 yr olds
 55-59 yr olds
 60-64 yr olds
 65-69 yr olds
 70 and older

427,000
369,600
331,200
220,800
  16,000
  14,000

532,800
412,800
326,400
220,800
  20,000
  17,000

676,800
489,600
340,800
201,600
  20,000
  20,000

763,200
614,400
403,200
216,000
  22,000
  22,000

850,000
700,000
500,000
260,000
  20,000
  30,000

850,000
770,000
570,000
330,000
 20,000
 20,000

724,800
700,800
628,800
408,000
  32,000
  28,000

25.6%
43.0
46.7
29.0
  0.0
50.0

Unemployed
 45-49 yr olds
 50-54 yr olds
 55-59 yr olds
 60-64 yr olds
 65-69 yr olds
 70 and older

390,600
336,000
357,000
196,800
  74,800
  75,000

487,200
373,800
298,200
196,800
  92,400
  90,000

617,400
445,200
310,800
180,400
  92,400
110,000

697,200
558,600
369,600
192,700
101,200
120,000

777,000
634,000
458,000
229,000
  97,000
135,000

770,000
706,000
516,000
291,000
105,000
125,000

663,600
638,400
575,400
364,900
149,600
150,000

25.9%
42.4
47.4
26.9
  5.0
22.7

Source: Urban Institute calculations based on BLS and SSA data and projections.


